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By ROBERT STRUNK
MORRISVILLE «- The thrcat'
to privacy inherent in  the
collection and  distribution ofl
confidential dala about stu’dontsj
by - schools was the subjeet of;
a panel discussion at a chnos~,

|

{day mceting of the Vermont
{Personnel
JAssociation,

and  Guidance

Gathering at the C}]E’.l‘]clllﬂl'llf

1Restaurant for the final meeting]
JJof the schoot year,

20 mcmbcrsf
of the VPGA were warned thali
while the release of information
concerning a student's;
academic  performance  and
character is neeessary, ‘it must
be done in g way thal considers
the student’s right to personal
privacy. ‘-

The  pancl,  composed” of;|
William  Rochon, director of ;
pupil personncl sarvices for the|
Barre  City Schools;  Robert,
‘!Rowe, assislant  dircctor  of!
fadmissiorns for Champlain;
College; Norman Bartlets, field|
Tepresentative for the Vermont!
Education Assaciation; angd E(I-i
ward  Ellnendor!, pupil  per-|
Somnel services, Johnson State!
College, stressed the dangnrsq’ni
the indiscriminate felease of
information from a student’s'
record. The panel was!
Unanimous in asserting that a!
student and ‘his parents - or
guardian must be made aware
of exactly what Information is
in such records,

. Thé educators felt thal so long
as the student and the parent
wete aware 'of what (he files!
-sontained, and if the in-
‘ormation  was. fiol  of an
Trevelant  or Incriminating
tature, such information could
e released to properly iden-
ified  parties . under’  certain
onditions, '
1}.'}Hmendox'f,

noting that

Iohnsen State College is close outside

o Canada, said that inguiries
rom the IFederal Burcau of

. Mvesligation  and the Cential

niclligence Ageney,

AA - agents” Tprovide

ample

/\ lhreat to

“weeeilo use all the files: 31 alsg make
vore than infrequent,” But heithe records aayaila the
ided, "AtMgppweu}Foﬂi&&l&aﬁ%?ﬁ(ﬂm{g‘hes

g.‘i ‘ ZRTR V/j vv] ’

S Gl VarLy
identificalion and do not force|}BI. and the CTA; 23 give th?:/
the issue if we decline comment records, \\'ifli?ﬁ"iﬁ*"Q’ﬂ‘?‘;})cena, to:
o1 a particular student,” juvenile . courts; 18 districlg.

Ellmendorf said that Johnson;gave the record to.local police.

State College adheres {o policics| Only & districts Callowed the-
formulated by the Commillee oniparenls to sce the, records of
Records Management  and!their own_ childven and only §
Transeript Adequacy  of -the districls. allowed  fhe student
American  Assouiation of that right, - =~ . ‘
Collegiate Registrars and. Ad-} e VPGA panel

“and moeme

missions Officers, o dberscfelt - that hese statisticg
In two arcas of SENsILVItY, feerg 2oy 4 Sfrue picture of .
disclosure {o EOVCTRIENt o codyres Ard praclices being

agencies  and  disclosure i followed in Vermont, ‘
response o telephene *inquiries, | One  womarn guidance  coun.
cetailed proceaures  govern thc.;sc]m«,v asking thit her name not
releasc of information, he

55‘1‘ln';be used, receivéd scveral nods -

and in both cases the students'y agreement when  she
. o - b
and the parent are made il\\"c‘d'(‘-!romaz'ked, “The  rights - of

that an inquiry is being made,

o Jibrivacy accrue to all of us -
In both arcas, only material’

| Shhot just the student — and I
that would be considered ])LI])IIC‘[‘(:C] that we are the first line
record is released, he declared, jof dofense. in the profection of ¢
Ellmendor!  said that_ these' those rights” = ©
procedures are Imaintained ing i
spite of a cerlain “contyactiyal
agreement” entered inté by the
student with. the college when|

O et ey

he signs  his  envollment ap-

. fls o !
plication, That application, said .
Ellmendor f, contains ) o . Lo
declaration on the studen’s part! o
that the informalion he s

presenting - is” “true. and  ae.

curaie”  and the colloge  is
authorized o hardle the in.
formation in the application “as
it sees fit.”. : R
The  pancl’ and the other
members  of  VPGA present
agreed that all information not
of an academic nature op . o
dealing directly with a student’s : .
educational performance should| - ’
be  destroyed  “soon aller ; -
graduation.” : ‘
It was brought out thal the
Russell Sage Koundation, in. a
survey of 54 school districts,
found current practice gover-
hing  access  to - information!
favors  school persounel  and
agoncies over students
and parents, .

Cf the. 54 schools polled, it
was reporled 43 allow teachers

lo be' openly inspecled by the
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